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Deaf Academics on Interpreting
Barbara Babbini Brasel (1925–2002)
The Effects of Fatigue on the Competence of 
Interpreters for the Deaf [MA]. San Fernando 
Valley State College. (1969)

Lawrence R. Fleischer (1945–2009)
Sign Language Interpretation under Four 
Interpreting Conditions [PhD]. Brigham Young 
University. (1975)

Malcolm J. Norwood (1927–1989)
Comparison of an Interpreted and Captioned 
Newscast among Deaf High School and College 
Graduates [PhD]. University of Maryland. (1976)

Overwhelming preference
for captions rather than a 

superimposed CSC interpreter.

ASL vs. SEE, with and without 
access to preparation material: 
1) ASL w/prep  2) ASL no prep 
3) SEE w/prep  4) SEE no prep 

Significant physical / cognitive 
fatigue after 30 minutes, & “It 
would be awkward to switch 
mid-lecture.”



Deaf Academics on Interpreting

T. Alan Hurwitz
Interpreters’ Effectiveness
in Reverse Interpreting: Pidgin 
Signed English and American 
Sign Language [PhD] University 
of Rochester, 1979. 



Deaf Academics on Interpreting
Scores on:
 Accuracy
 English Fluency
 Completeness
 Affect

PSE → English easier
than ASL → English

Recommends DIs for 
non-standard ASL

(Hurwitz 1979)



Marilyn Mitchell-Caccamise & Alan Hurwitz
Principles of Interpreting — NTID, 1978

Artist: Karl Dolgener



Mitchell-Caccamise
& Hurwitz (1978)

D/HH Student: 

Dial number yourself.
Announce interpreter.
Speak directly to H. 
Sign clearly. 

Interpreter:

Be on time. 
Dress appropriately.
Interpret everything.
Don’t control the call. 



40 years later…



Linda Siple & Alan Hurwitz 
“How to Educate an Interpreter:

50 years of Interpreter Education”
A Shining Beacon (pp. 173–186) RIT, 2018.

“In the late 1960s when NTID was 
established, the demand for 
interpreters quickly overwhelmed 
this meager supply. 

NTID was faced with a crisis of 
resources and had to respond with 
a creative solution.”





Further Reading
Hurwitz, T. A. (Winter 2013). Thanks to Interpreters…A Legacy Story. 

VIEWS (pp. 30–31). 
Hurwitz, T. A. (1995, July). Current Issues: Interpreters in the 

Educational Setting. 18th International Congress on Education of 
the Deaf, Tel Aviv, Israel.

Stuckless, E. R., Avery, J. C., & Hurwitz, T. A. (1989). Educational 
Interpreting for Deaf Students: Report of the National Task Force 
on Educational Interpreting. National Technical Institute for 
the Deaf.

Hurwitz, T. A. (1988). National Study of Deaf Consumers’ Knowledge 
and use of Interpreters. Ad hoc Committee Report. National 
Association of the Deaf.



Forthcoming November 2020: 
Dr. Hurwitz’ memoir
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